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Sunday, December 10, 2017 

9:00 am 
 

 WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

   PRELUDE “If Ye Would Hear the Angels Sing”    First Brass 

(Dutch Carol) arr., Douglas Smith 
  

 ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING  Projection 
  

 RESPONSE “Christ Be Our Light” Projection 

(arr. Joel Raney) 

 

  CALL TO WORSHIP 
In the middle of dark times, our Lord cries out: 

   “Comfort, comfort my people!” 

When it seems as though we cannot see the light at the end of the  

tunnel,  

   Our Lord says to us, “Be at peace, for your time of difficulty will    

   end.”  

Lord, we pray for courage and hope1  

   Lord, we are thankful for your compassion and never-failing love   

   for us. AMEN 

 
OPENING PRAYER 

  

* OPENING HYMN   #211 

 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
(Verses 1, 2, 6, and 7) 
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Ushers:  David Freyling, Jeannine Freyling, Bob Buxton,  Chris 
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Greeters: 

Betty Roper, Sharon Armstrong & Aaliyah Wilson; Linda Reed 

 

 

Attendance last week: 166   Liturgist:  Mark Vandermyde 

CLERGY  

Pastor Mike Fender  pastormike@decaturfirstumc.org  

Pastor Miley Palmer  pastormiley@decaturfirstumc.org   

Pastor Beth Fender  bfender@igrc.org   

ADMINISTRATIVE  

Office Administration  office@decaturfirstumc.org   

Finance Office  financeoffice@decaturfirstumc.org  

Front Desk & Calendar  receptionist@decaturfirstumc.org   

CHILDREN & FAMILY  

Jennifer Horton-Motter  jennifer@decaturfirstumc.org   

YOUTH & YOUNG ADULTS  

Kyle Shaughnessy  kyle@decaturfirstumc.org  
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  CONFESSION AND PARDON       Projection 
 

PASSING THE PEACE 

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON   Lana Hoey 

 

PSALTER Psalm 85  Hymnal #806 

 

ANTHEM “The Shepherd” (Austrian Carol) First Brass 

Arr., Douglas Smith 

 

ADVENT LESSON Isaiah 40: 1-11 p. 816 OT 

 

SERMON  Rev. Miley Palmer 

Ripples from the Manger:  

The Comfort and Challenge of Love 

 

HYMN OF RESPONSE  FWS  #2089 
 “Wild and Lone the Prophet’s Voice” 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  Hymnal #887 

 Romans 8:35, 37-39 

 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING AND PRAYER  

 
OFFERTORY “Coventry Carol” (English Carol) First Brass 

 Arr., Douglas Smith  

 
* DOXOLOGY #94 (In Unison) 

 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER Projection 

 

* CLOSING HYMN  #111 

“How Can We Name a Love”   
 

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

    

* SUNG BENEDICTION “Pass it On” (Verse 1)   #572 

                   Projection 

 

* POSTLUDE  Dr. Bruce Gibbons, organ 

 

*Please stand in posture or in spirit. 

{ǳƴŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мтǘƘ ŀǘ фŀƳΦ 
The Missions Committee has identified 
the following mission projects for our 
Christmas offering: 

¶ 5h±9 - DOVE is a local mission that 
seeks to address unmet human needs 
and social injustice. 

¶ [ŜǎǎƛŜ .ŀǘŜǎ 5ŀǾƛǎ bŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ 
IƻǳǎŜ - Lessie Bates provides services 
to address the immediate and long-
term physical and spiritual needs of 

youth and families within East St. Louis and its surrounding 
communities and is affiliated with the United Methodist Church. 

¶ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƻƴ wŜƭƛŜŦ ό¦a/hwύ - UMCOR is the 
humanitarian and development arm of The United Methodist 
Church.  It works globally to alleviate human suffering and advance 
hope and healing. 

¶ aƛŘǿŜǎǘ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ 5ƛǎǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊ - The Center provides disaster 
relief, education and medical supplies to those in need on a local, 
national and international level. 

 
Our mission gifts will be presented to Baby Jesus during our March to the 
Manger on Sunday, December 17, during our 9 am worship service.  If 
you aren't able to worship with us on this Sunday, your gift can be mailed 
to the Church, Attn: Financial Secretary.    

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƛƴŎƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ мтǘƘΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 
ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ ƻƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нпΦ    



/ƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ŀƎŜǎ - Sundays at 10:15 

bǳǊǎŜǊȅ ................................................................................ wƳΦ нлу 
Songs, stories, finger plays and prayers for children up to age 3 

tǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ...................................................... wƳΦ нлф 
Bible stories and activities for children ages 3-5 

YƛƴŘŜǊƎŀǊǘŜƴτрǘƘ DǊŀŘŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ .............................. wƳΦ нлт 
Dive into Bible stories and work together using activities,  

games & crafts 

сǘƘτмнǘƘ DǊŀŘŜ .................................................................. wƳΦ млр 
Interactive discussions over a variety of topics and hangout time 

/ƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴǎ ...................................................... wƳΦ млп 
Lively discussions on books, theological topics and current issues. 

/ƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ /ƭŀǎǎ ....................................................................... [ƛōǊŀǊȅ 
Adult Sunday School curriculum, Bible study and open sharing 

CŀƛǘƘ[LbY /ƭŀǎǎ ..................................................................... wƳΦ млс 
Discussion of current faith and world issues weaving in scripture, biblical 

thought, theological discussions and personal reflections 
TodayΩs Discussion is:  Called to Love 

[ŀǘŜŎƻƳŜǊǎ .ƛōƭŜ /ƭŀǎǎ ..................................................... ¢ƘŜ /ƘŀǇŜƭ 
Bible study group that relates its teachings to everyday life. 
This group is comprised of adults mostly 60 and older. 

 

GOOD SAMARITAN Inn 

¢¦9{5!¸{ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ нлмт  
 

December 19 

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE    
(December 10—December 16) 

 
¢ƻŘŀȅτ IŜŀƭǘƘȅ {ƴŀŎƪǎ 
 фΥлл ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
 млΥмр {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ŀƎŜǎ 
 сΥлл ¸ƻǳǘƘ {Ƴŀƭƭ DǊƻǳǇǎ ƛƴ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ Iŀƭƭ 

aƻƴŘŀȅτ 
12:00 CWU Annual Meeting & Christmas Luncheon - 

meeting at Antioch Missionary Baptist 
5:30 Scraps & Prayers (Hortons) 

¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅτ     
 9:00 Prayer Shawl 
 9:30 Aspiring Marys in S.W. Room (Rm. 104) 
 7:00 Decatur Computer Club (307) 

²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅτ 
 7:00 Early Morning Bible Study at Decatur Club 
 10:00 Advent HOPE Small Group (Chapel) 
 1:00 UMW Christmas Tea  (Fellowship Hall) 
 5:30 Walk to Bethlehem Potluck (Fellowship Hall) 

¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅτ 
 9:00 Quilters 
 9:00 First AΩPeals 
 10:30 Slow & Easy Bible Study 
 6:00 Brass Rehearsal 
 7:00 Choir Rehearsal 

CǊƛŘŀȅ όмнκмрύ - CǊƛŘŀȅ όмнκннύ 
 Dove Christmas Baskets in Fellowship Hall 

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅτ 
 6:00 Youth Christmas Party at the PalmersΩ Home 



YOUTH Sunday 
C¦a/ ¢w¦{¢99{ have scholarship and continuing education funds 
available for members of First United Methodist Church, Decatur.  
Studies in the areas of Theological Education, Church-related 
Vocations, Pastoral Ministry, Teaching and Nursing are eligible for 
assistance. 

¸h¦¢I !b5 !5¦[¢{ seeking these funds must request an application 
from Anne Schultetus, Scholarship Committee Chair, at 
ssdippy76@comcast.net, 217-963-2611.  /ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ 
Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ !ƴƴŜ ƴƻ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ  WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мΣ нлмуΦ 

¸h¦¢I {¦b5!¸ is January 28th in 

2018. 

“Polar Express” 

December 22 - 6:30—9pm 

 

Grab your family, wear your 
favorite Pjs and slippers, and 
watch one of the Christmas 
season's favorite movies. We'll 
have popcorn, cookies, and 
hot chocolate!  

wƛǇǇƭŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ aŀƴƎŜǊΣ ŀ ƴŜǿ !ŘǾŜƴǘ {Ƴŀƭƭ DǊƻǳǇ 
led by tŀǎǘƻǊ aƛƪŜ ŀƴŘ tŀǎǘƻǊ aƛƭŜȅΣ started last 
Wednesday, at 10 am.  All are encouraged to come!  
Come to one or come to all. 

ϝϝ/ƘƛƭŘŎŀǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘϝϝ 

 

9ŀŎƘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ will be led by either Pastor Mike or Pastor Miley and 
will focus on the topics for each Sunday of Advent. 

[ƛǎǘ ƻŦ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŘŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎ ŀǊŜΥ 
Wednesday, December 13 - άJoyέ 
Wednesday, December 20 - άPeaceέ 

ADVENT Small Group 

MOVIE  Night WALK TO BETHLEHEM Potluck 

¢IL{ ²95b9{5!¸Σ 59/9a.9w мо !¢ рΥол. Enjoy a Bethlehem 
atmosphere with Holy Land food as well as typical potluck fare. 
Activities for children will be provided. Bring a friend and help us 
celebrate this journey! 

POINSETTIAS 

SCHOLARSHIP Applications 

L¢Ω{ ¢La9 ¢h hw59w C[h²9w{ to decorate the sanctuary for the 
Advent/Christmas Season.  While your contribution does not 
purchase an individual plant, it is used towards the purchase of all 
the flowers/plants.  Following the service, some of the flowers will 
be delivered to our members who are unable to be at church.  
Please fill out the form, and along with the contribution, put it in 
the offering plate or drop it off in the church office.  It must be 
received no later than December 17th to have it listed in the 
bulletin insert. 

SERVICE OF Hope & Healing 

mailto:ssdippy76@comcast.net

