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IMPORTANT COVID-19 RELATED INFORMATION: 
 As you know, the COVID infection rates are continuing to rise.  As of 
right now, we are abiding by the bishop’s requirement to close our 
building to everything except worship recording until at least mid-
December.  At that time, we will re-evaluate the situation and make 
decisions as the situation continues to change.  The Macon County Health 
Department is currently asking all schools and churches to close until 

mid-January.  I will be considering their recommendation prayerfully over the next week or so. Watch 
your email or the church website for announcements. 
 Please stay safe.  I would encourage you to consider staying home as much as possible during 
the next 60 days.  Even if you don’t travel during that time, you never know if the person next to you 
traveled to a house with COVID exposure. 
 Thank you for all your support and prayers as the situations have continued to change.  
      -Camilla 
 
Advent begins Sunday, November 29.  Advent is the beginning of the Christian 
year, and a time for a new start.    Although it will be different this year, we will 
still have familiar decorations in the sanctuary (that you will see on the video) 
as well as beloved traditions like the Advent wreath.  Our theme for Advent this 
year is “The Gift of the Nutcracker.”  During worship, we will explore what the 
characters of Clara, Drosselmeier, the Mouse King, and the Nutcracker can 
teach us about hope, peace, love, and joy.   You will find in this newsletter the 
themes and scripture lessons for each Sunday of Advent. 
ZOOM STUDY:  Pastor Camilla will be leading a Zoom study of “The Gift of the 
Nutcracker” on Tuesdays at 6 pm beginning Dec 2, and on Wednesdays at 10 am.  Links will be in the 
weekly email sent on Fridays.  You can also get the link by calling the office and leaving a message for 
Amy or emailing her at receptionist@decaturfirstumc.org.  You can join either via computer or via 
phone.   
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    Chaddock Children’s Santa Express 

Thanks for all the donations of toiletries already starting to fill the box in the church office. 
Toothpaste, shampoo, hand lotions and body wash are so needed for the residential students and 
more is welcome!  The last date to donate items is Sunday November 29th.  Contact Kathy 
Levitt at 217-428-1387 to make a donation. 
      FUMC has also provided a LEGO set, radio control car, bike helmet and bike for a 10 year old boy 
who will stay at Chaddock during the Christmas holidays.  
   Thanks so much for your generous and continued support.  
 

The church office will remain closed until at least 8:30 am on Monday, 
December 14 (depending on COVID restrictions).  The office will also be closed 
from noon, December 24, until 8:30 am January 4 for the Christmas holiday. 

 

 
Mark your calendars! 

The youth are already preparing for the worship service they will lead on Sunday, 

January 24, 2021. This year’s theme is “Sing to the Lord a new Song.”    
The youth are looking forward to sharing their message with you.  

Please plan to join us in person or virtually. 

--Pastor April 
 
 

JANUARY 24, 2021 
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FUMC has a long tradition of giving to support missions throughout the 
world at each year-end.  The Missions Committee has identified the 
following mission projects for our Christmas offering: 

• Good Samaritan Inn – The mission of the Inn is to create 
opportunities with the support of the community toward improving the lives of 

our economically disadvantaged neighbors through daily nourishment, life skills education and 
job training programs. 

• Our Conference Our Kids – The churches and people of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference of 
the UMC are raising an endowment fund for the spiritual life and chaplaincy programs at our 
five children’s agencies - The Baby Fold, Chaddock, Cunningham Children’s Home, Lessie Bates 
Davis Neighborhood House, and Spero Family Services 

• United Methodist Committee on Relief (“UMCOR”) – UMCOR comes alongside those who suffer 
from natural or human-caused disasters - be it famine, hurricane, war, flood, fire or other 
events—to alleviate suffering and to be a source of help and hope for those left most vulnerable.  
UMCOR also provides technical support and training for partners to address emerging and 
ongoing issues related to disaster relief, recovery, and long-term health and development.   

Our Christmas offering for these mission projects will be taken  through December 13.  Since we are 
not in person for worship your gift can be mailed to the Church, Attn:  Financial Secretary.    
 Thank you for supporting these mission projects.  Your gifts enable our church to be the hands 
and feet of Jesus in our community and state and around the world. 
     Missions Committee  

 
We are preparing to order 2021 envelopes.  If you do not currently receive 
envelopes and would like to have them for 2021, or if you receive them and no 
longer need them, please call me at 217-423-9711 and leave a 
message.  Thanks,  Nysa. 

 
  The church office will be closed most of the rest of 2020.  If you 
want to give year end contributions for 2020, please mail them to 
the church (address is at the end of this newsletter).  Anything 
postmarked by December 31 will be recorded in 
2020.  Thanks,  Nysa. 
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ADVENT WORSHIP AND STUDY THEMES 
These themes will follow the book, “The Gift of the Nutcracker.”  The Sunday worship service will 
present the theme each week, and the Bible study during the week, will unpack it a little more. 
 
November 29:  Clara:Waiting for the Gift  Mark 13: 28-37; Psalm 87:1-4, Jeremiah 33:14-16 
December 6:  Drosselmeir: God’s Great Love  Psalm 85:8-13; Isaiah 40:1-11 
December 13: The Mouse King: Changing Perspective  Psalm 126; Luke 1:26-38 
December 20: The Nutcracker: The Greatest Gift  Psalm 98; Matthew 1:18-25  
  

 
We are making plans for in-person worship on December 24.  While it is still very possible that we will 
not be able to have in-person worship, it is easier to plan ahead and cancel if necessary.  You MUST 
sign up in order to attend one of the services.  Each service will be limited to 60 people, will last about 
30-45 minutes, and all 4 services will be identical.  Services will be at 4:00, 5:30, 7:00, and 11:30 pm. 

Sign up is now open.  To sign up, please go to 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4BAFA62CA1FBCE9-christmas. 

You must sign each family member on a different line (for example, don’t put “Smith family 4” on one 
line.  Use 4 lines for 4 people).  If you need help or don’t have access to a computer, please call the 
church office at 217 423 9711 and leave a message for Amy.  She will get back to you and get you signed 
up. 
 Please understand:  December 24th services MAY still be cancelled.  Either way, you will be able 
to access a full service featuring all of our First UMC musicians through our website or our YouTube 
channel on December 24 (and after).  Wherever we are, we can fully celebrate the joy of Christmas! 
 

The next newsletter deadline is January 15 , 2021 for the February 
newsletter.  Send articles to office@decaturfirstumc.org with “Newsletter” 
in the subject line. 
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Church Family,  
Thank you so much for all the cards, prayer shawl and notes of love and 
support you have given me and my family.  I have been covered in prayer 
since my diagnosis through the surgery and after and I feel all of them.  I 
am SO blessed to not only call working for you my job, but to be able to 
call you my church family as well.  There is nothing better and I remain ever grateful.   
       Love, Barbi 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Thank you to the volunteers - Curt and Elaine, Anne and Lana, Duane and Karen, Brenda, April and 
youth - who signed up to be bell ringers for the Salvation Army at Hobby Lobby on Saturday, 
December 12.  Thank you for donating your time to this worthy organization that does so much in 
our community. 
   Mission Committee 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
I appreciate all your support since arriving at Decatur First in July.  I know it has been difficult getting 
to know each other since because of the Covid epidemic but I still feel your love.  Thank you especially 
for all the cards, kind words and gift cards during pastor appreciation month.  I look forward to 
continuing ministry at Decatur First as well as meeting everyone face to face. 

   Blessings,  Pastor April 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

The Worship Committee wishes to thank those who have been involved in the online worship and in 
person worship experiences.  Thank you to our pastoral staff – Pastor Camilla, Pastor Miley, and 
Pastor April for continuing to bring uplifting messages each week.  Thank you, Pastor Camilla, for 
your contact with the health authorities to determine the best way to keep our members safe and 
connected. 
 Thanks to Mary Beth, our Director of Music, for planning and directing the music each week.  
Thanks to all the volunteers who have served in the vocal quartet during recordings.  Thank you to 
Sanctuary Choir members, First A’Peal bell ringers, and First Brass for your hours of practice, and 
recordings, and in person worship.  There have been many soloists, duets, and small ensembles 
perform special numbers.  Thank you. 
 Liturgists have been faithful to volunteer to help lead worship.  We thank you. 
 During in person worship, there are at least three or four ushers each Sunday.  Thank you for 
saying yes when asked to serve.  Also, during in person worship, there are at least four people each 
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Sunday who have served as welcoming volunteers to do special tasks – taking temperatures, asking 
individuals to sign in, sanitizing pens, etc., and directing the flow of traffic for social distancing.  You 
are each one so appreciated.  We appreciate our youth and children who serve as acolytes when we 
meet in person. 
 We thank those who keep the decorations in the chancel appropriate for the season.  
 Then, there is our outstanding video and sound crew who make it all happen in house and 
online.  A special thank you goes to John Rasche for his expertise in putting it all together and getting 
it out into the airwaves and copies of DVDs to Primrose and those requesting copies. 
 Perhaps those watching the service online or those attending in house worship have no idea of 
the number of persons needed to share this full worship experience with you.  
 Don’t forget to watch and be a part of the worship service each week!  It is available for YOU, 
for all of US. 
 If you wish to be involved as a volunteer in any of these above mentioned areas, call Helen 
Kershaw, 875-0818.   --Worship Committee 
 

The first blood drive of 2021 is Saturday, January 2, 7 am-

noon.  Make it a New Year’s resolution to give blood!  It’s 

fast, (mostly) painless, and life-giving!  To sign up, call Carol 

Drayton at 217 520 4676 or sign up online at red-

crossblood.org. 

 
UMW READING PROGRAM 

   It is time to let Janet Palmer know what you have read during 2020 for UMW’s 
Reading Program. She must send our lists to the District Secretary of Program 
Resources by December 31. If you were unable to fill out a report form, you may 
email or snail mail your list of books to Janet; she will fill out the form. Please 
indicate which category your titles are in. You may use the abbreviations: EM for 
Education for Mission; LD for Leadership Development; NC for Nurturing for 

Community; SA for Social Action; and SG for Spiritual Growth. Also, indicate if the title is a Bonus 
Book, counting as two.  
Janet’s email:  kuhlmann40@sbcglobal.net,  Phone:  876-0749. 
Janet is in the process of choosing the books for 2021 – 2022.  Watch for more information and keep 
reading. 
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   Virginia McQuistion encourages people to borrow books from the UMW library. It is located just 
inside the church’s library. The first book shelf on the left side as you enter (east side) contains the 
books and copies of Response magazine, the official UMW magazine. If you need help accessing the 
books, ask Virginia McQuistion.    Some titles may be available through Decatur Public Library and also 
electronic books from the library. Kindle and Nook electronic books often carry the UMW titles. 
  

Illinois Great Rivers Conference UMW Awards, October 2020 
Congratulations to Decatur UMW members who received the Certificate of 
Recognition for the UMW Reading Program. These women completed the 
reading plan for level one: Carol Drayton, Nancy Hall, Susan Hawbecker, Eileen Iverson, 
and Virginia McQuistion. 
  
Congratulation to the Decatur Unit UMW for meeting the criteria for the LOVE unit, which is the 
highest award! 
 
 

 
 

Join us for worship!   
Weekly recorded worship is posted online at www.decaturfirstumc.org each Monday. 

Listen to a 30 minute version of worship Sundays at 9:30 am at Talk 101 radio in Decatur. 
Decatur First United Methodist Church  201 W. North Street, Decatur IL 62521  217-423-9711 

Directing Pastor:  Dr. Camilla Hempstead 
Associate Pastor:  Rev. April Patek 
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