
 

From PASTOR CAMILLA HEMPSTEAD 
 

If April showers bring May 
flowers, what do May 
flowers bring?  Pilgrims! :) 
         
May is finally here.  It 
seemed to be a long wait, 
especially after snow at the 
end of April!  May means 
that we are looking toward 
summer.  Many of us are 
anticipating the opportunity 
to travel that we missed last 
summer.  It looks like an 
exciting few months ahead! 
 
But let’s not get in too much of a hurry.  Yes, we 
are looking forward to things that we missed last 
year.  But let’s not get so excited about the future 
that we miss the present.  May includes Mother’s 

Day, Pentecost, and Memorial Day.  
It also includes celebrations of the 
end of the school year and 
graduations.  Let’s not miss this 
celebrations just because we are 
thinking about some future activity. 
  
It’s natural that we plan and 
anticipate activities down the road.  
Too often, though, we miss the joy of 
the present, especially those small 
things that catch us by surprise, 
because we are only focused down 
the road. 
 

Take time each day this month to see those 
exciting little gifts that God brings to us every 
day.  You might be amazed at what you discover! 

 

CALLED CHURCH CONFERENCE MEETING 
  

On April 21, members gathered at a church conference and approved the purchase of a parsonage for the 
church.  The location/address for the new parsonage is: 

4610 Yorktown Court 
Decatur, Illinois  62521 

Pastor Amanda and family will move in on June 4th.  Before that time, all kitchen appliances will be 
replaced with new and all floor coverings will be replaced. 
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UMW’s TRASH & TREASURE 
  

United Methodist Women are making tentative plans to hold the Trash and Treasure sale October 7-
9.  HOWEVER, do not bring your treasures to the church until further notice, please.  

Items not accepted for sale include child car seats, TVs, videos, magazines, clothes, used light fixtures, curtain 
rods, left over building materials.  

 

YOUTH BELLS 
  

Please join me in congratulating Youth Bells on their debut for offering music in worship. Youth Bells 
gave a beautiful pre-recorded musical offering on Sunday, April 16th, at the 9:00 a.m. service. They 
skillfully played “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” and used several ringing techniques, including regular 
ringing, thumb damp, plucking, trilling, and martellato. They have worked very hard to get started 
and learn the basics, moving on to completely prepare their first selection. We look forward to many 
more! Their selection can be viewed on the church website under “Services” on April 16th. 

Having made their first outstanding musical offering, the Youth Bells resumed their rehearsals on April 
25th.  New participants are welcome!!  Dinner at 5:30pm in Fellowship Hall and Rehearsal at 6pm. 

 

 

NEW OFFICE HOURS 
 

Starting Tuesday, May 4th, Barbi will be back in the office on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 

Fridays from 9-4, and continuing to work from home on Mondays and Thursdays.  
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SANCTUARY CHOIR, FIRST A’PEALS & FIRST BRASS 
BEGINNING WRAP UP OF SEASON  

 
The Sanctuary Choir, First A’Peals Handbell Choir, and First Brass are beginning to wrap up their 

season, having just finished a run of many excellent musical offerings during Lent and Easter. They 

will all be seen at some point before the end of May, after which bells/brass will take a summer break. 

The choir and others will be heard a couple times in the summer, notably June 20 (Pastor Camilla’s 

last Sunday) and July 4 (Pastor Amanda’s first Sunday). We will also be in for a treat of some lovely 

special music to be offered by individuals from our congregation throughout the summer months. Let 

us continue both in person and online to worship even as we listen to the music, and to sing and make 

melody in our hearts to the Lord. 

 

EASTER OFFERING 
  

Thank you to those who were able to contribute to the Easter Offering in April. As of April 15, 

$1252.50 was designated for the Old Kings Orchard Community Center in Decatur, and $1302.50 was 

allocated to the Midwest Mission Distribution Center, located south of Springfield. 

It is not too late to make a contribution to this offering, as funds are always needed for mission work. 

 

UMCOR SUNDAY 
  

UMCOR Sunday was March 14th. This special opportunity to underwrite the ‘costs of doing business’ 

for the United Methodist Committee on Relief, and is one of six United Methodist designated offerings 

during the year.  First Church Decatur was able to send $701 to UMCOR. Thank you for the impact 

you are making in the world with your continuing gifts. 

 

FILL THE CART WITH CEREAL 
Every three months, our Missions Committee sponsors a supply cart, placed in Wesley Hall, to be 
filled with items to be given the needy through the Northeast Community Fund. This month, we are 
asking for donations of cereal boxes. Help us fill the cart to overflowing! 
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GRIEF 
  The second quarter focus of the calendar year for the Mission Team is Health 

Concerns. In the April Messenger, suggestions for Sheltering in Place were offered. 
Part Two for your consideration in May is: Dealing with Grief 

Journeying through grief is difficult, universal, and different for each person. Grief is a very normal, 
natural and necessary process. Grief is not a crisis of faith, but is a consequence of love. The journey 
is very personal, and perhaps solitary, with a different timeline for each. 

The destination is comfort and peace, but there is not a one-time cure or treatment along the way. 
Rather, help can come from varying sources and in varying amounts. Your grief is your own, and 
comparisons are not helpful. The time of grief is the time to put your own needs first. Be patient – it 
takes time to heal, and the healing is not linear. Give yourself space and time for the full range of 
emotions you might feel. 

Treating the wound of grief with some constructive pain relievers will help. Work, Church, 
Community Service, Hobbies, Recreation, Travel, Children, Grandchildren and Friends are there to 
be called on. Accept practical assistance from family and friends. Community care will help you 
reach a feeling of positivity. The time will come to honor your lost loved one by living your life 
again. Pour your energy into the act of living as you grow stronger. When you need your lost loved 
one, put your arms around someone else, and give them love. Nearly five years after being widowed, 
a visiting niece asked the bereaved, “How are you doing?” This simple question released a torrent of 
mutual memories, laughter, love, and further healing for both. 

“We share the companionship of different people along life’s road. The best friends of our childhood 
drift away. Usually our parents go ahead of us, leaving tender memories. The husbands, wives, 
children, close friends-so much a part of our happiness, (and special pets)-may leave us, causing 
deepest grief. Only God goes the whole way with us. For the bereft there is a fork in the road. One 
way follows the path of bitterness. ‘Why does such a cruel thing happen?’ The other is the path of 
acceptance. ‘I don’t know why this blow should fall, but I know my life has been blessed by this 
love, and I will remember it with gratitude and joy.’” Josephine Robertson, author   
 - Mission Team 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
  

United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know God and to 

experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; 

and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church. – Our 

Purpose 

 

 UMW continues to work, even during this pandemic. Virginia McQuistion is chair of the UMW 

Leadership Team, which has met in person and also by Zoom. Martha & Mary Circle has met. Miriam 

Circle has met on the first Monday of the month at 9:30 a.m. in the library and will meet again on May 

3 and June 7.  Hope Circle met using Zoom. Ruth Circle will meet using Zoom on the third Monday 

of the month, May 17, at 1:30 p.m.  

 

The Leadership Team, especially circle chairs, are keeping in touch with members. If you wish to share 

some news, contact Ruth Cortright, land with voicemail 217-424-5191, cell with text and voicemail 

217-433-8471, or ruthcort@comcast.net 

    

Calendar 

Tuesday, May, 6 p.m., virtual, Personal Growth Seminar, Just Energy for All.  

Saturday, May 8, 10 – 12 noon, Fellowship Hall, Mother’s Day Brunch. All women are invited, and 

you are welcome to bring guests.  A light brunch of coffee cake and fruit will be plated. There is 

no charge for this! The program will be presented by Pastor Camilla and her daughter, Jesi 

Hempstead. Jesi earned her bachelor’s degree in music at Millikin University and just earned a 

Masters in Oboe and a Masters in Opera. Fellowship Hall has room for social distancing, and it 

will be great to see you in person!  

Wednesday, May 12, 1:30 p.m. UMW Leadership Team by Zoom. We are considering holding a Trash 

‘n Treasure event, maybe October 6 - 9.  

June 4 – 5, Cunningham Quilt Show in-person and online. 

July 1 – 17, view pre-recorded sessions of virtual Mission U. 
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Dear Church Members, 

Thank you for your generosity in providing me with my scholarship.  I am thankful for the continued 

support throughout my college career and your support is allowing me to graduate this Spring. 

- Lucas McCoskey 

Dear FUMC, 

Thank you so much for the monetary donation this semester to help with books and other fees.  It is 

greatly appreciated. 

- Gabrielle Spencer 

Dear FUMC family, 

Thank you so much for continuing to support me through the trustee’s academic scholarship.  It is 

comforting to have my church family encouraging me throughout my college career. 

- Karina Forshee 

Dear All, 

Thank you so much for all the prayers, notes, cards, food and understanding throughout the last month 

in particular.  It’s never easy watching someone you love and take care of dying – even if he was fully 

ready for it.  Your emotional support and love was invaluable to us.  Thank you. 

- Marilyn, Barbi and Nelda (Gardiner) 
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