
 

From PASTOR CAMILLA HEMPSTEAD 
 

“Now it’s time to say goodbye to all our company.”  
After two years, my time here 
at First UMC is coming to an 
end.  It’s been a, well, 
interesting, time  that we have 
spent sort of together.  We 
have navigated together times 
that were just “normal” to 
times that were 
“unprecedented.”  It now 
seems like we might be getting 
ready to settle into something 
closer to what we knew two 
years ago. 

Through all that life threw at 
us, you have remained a 
constant, supportive, caring body of Christ.  You 
have seen that those who could not get out never felt 
alone.   You have cared for those who fell ill.  You 
have supported those who were grieving.  You have 
been gracious as I have stumbled through learning 

about Zoom, streaming, and other technologies that 
were new to me (and I didn’t always 
conquer smoothly!) 

I thank you for all the love and grace 
you have extended to me and to my 
family.  I know that I haven’t always 
done or said the right thing, but you 
have loved me in spite of that.  I will 
always treasure my time here.  What a 
wonderful place to be a launching pad 
into my next adventure! 

I now place you in the hands of Pastor 
Amanda and her family.  Please care for 
them as you have cared for me.  I know 
that she will care for you and lead you 
with hope into the future. 

Now, it’s off to something new!  God bless you all! 

 

- Pastor Camilla

 

PASTOR AMANDA’S NEW CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
pastoramanda@decaturfirstumc.org   
4610 Yorktown Court,  
Decatur, IL 62521-2562 
 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 6/1/2021 DECATUR, ILLINOIS 
 

THE MESSENGER 

Helping hands to unpack boxes and maybe a 
little furniture assembly at the new parsonage 

will be much appreciated!  

 SATURDAY, JUNE 5TH AT 10:30 A.M. 

Thanks in advance, 
The Richards Family 

mailto:pastoramanda@decaturfirstumc.org
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MIDWEST MISSION DISTRIBUTION CENTER 
FUMC has reserved an afternoon work slot at Midwest Mission Distribution Center on Thursday, July 29.  
Volunteers at MMDC must be ages 11 and up.   We will leave from the church parking lot at 11:30 am 
and return at approximately 5 pm.  Please eat lunch before we leave for MMDC.  If you want to volunteer, 
please call or email Debbie Vandermyde (217)412-0634 or debbievandermyde56@gmail.com) no later 
than June 15 to reserve your slot.   

 

UMW’S TRASH & TREASURE 
United Methodist Women are making tentative plans to hold the 
Trash and Treasure sale October 7-9.  HOWEVER, do not 
bring your treasures to the church until further notice, 
please.  

Items not accepted for sale include child car seats, TVs, videos, magazines, 
clothes, used light fixtures, curtain rods, left over building materials.  

 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
The Trustees administer scholarship funds available for members of Decatur First United Methodist 
Church.  Scholarships are paid directly to the institution in which the student is enrolled.  The person 
receiving a scholarship is required to have a thank you note published in The Messenger after each 
scholarship is awarded as well as a thank you before the congregation prior to graduation.  Members wishing 
to apply for scholarships and renewals for the fall semester of 2021, must complete and return the 
scholarship applications no later than June 30, 2021.  To receive an application and/or information, please 
contact Sandy Johnson at 217-422-7294. 

ED WESTON PREACHING 
On June 27th, Ed Weston of the Preacher’s Aid Society and Benefit Fund will be preaching.  We look forward 
to having him visit us and look forward to his presentation. 

 

AMAZON SMILE FOR MIDWEST MISSION 
  If you ever order anything from Amazon.com, you can have 0.5% of what you spend donated 
to the charity of your choice. It does not cost anything to participate – all you have to do is 
sign up for it at amazonsmile.com. Whenever you order anything, the charity automatically 
receives the donation. Midwest Mission is now on the list of charities, and would appreciate 
being your choice. 
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FILL THE CART WITH CEREAL 
Every three months, our Missions Committee sponsors a supply cart, placed in Wesley Hall, to be filled with 
items to be given the needy through the Northeast Community Fund. This quarter, we are asking for 
donations of cereal boxes. Help us fill the cart to overflowing! 
 

 

 

GOOD SAMARITAN 
Did you know that Good Sam’s Dining Room is OPEN? 

They have re-opened their dining room and added a sack lunch service – patrons can eat indoors and take a 
lunch to go when they leave, or patrons can take one or multiple sack lunches home via our walk-up window. 

The FUMC Mission Committee would like for all of us to donate items that can be used for the sack lunches 
that Good Samaritan Inn provides.  So please bring one or more of the following items to fill the grocery cart 
found in Wesley Hall during the month of June.   

Items needed for Good Samaritan Inn include…trail mix, granola bars, meat sticks/jerky, fruit cups, tuna 
pouches, fruit snacks, fresh or dried fruits/vegetables, crackers/chips/snacks, cookies/desserts, cheese 
sticks/string cheese.  Remember to bring ONLY things without NUTS!!! 

Thanks for being generous and helping us reach out to others in Christian love. 

Mission Committee   
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GRIEF 
  The second quarter focus of the calendar year for the 
Mission Team is Health Concerns. In the April Messenger, 
suggestions for Sheltering in Place were offered. In May 
Messenger, suggestions were made for Dealing with Grief. 
Part Three for your consideration in June is: Music and Grief 

Music is one way to deal with stress. There are so many types of music 
that can inspire us, bring back memories, comfort us and just give us 
joy.  During covid we can draw on music to help us through the day. 

There are so many wonderful styles of music: Christian, spiritual, classical, rock and roll, blues, reggae, hip 
hop, and jazz. These are just a few of the musical choices to help us get through a tough day or just get us up 
out our chairs and moving!   

Music helps release neurotransmitters such as dopamine and serotonin which can alter our moods allowing 
us to calm down, regulate and even lower blood pressure, heart rate and respiration rate all of which are 
affected by stress. There are professional Musical Therapists that use music for people with dementia, PTSD, 
strokes, mental health issues, TBIs, and end of life care. 

So, if you are needing inspiration to get up and move, or needing some comfort, or want to travel down 
memory lane, just put on some music!  If you play an instrument break it out and indulge.   
  

- Mission Team 

 

3RD QUARTER FOCUS 
Book Discussion  

The mission team focus for the 3rd quarter is social justice, so we would like to suggest that anyone who 
is interested, please read the book Just Mercy; a Story of Justice and Redemption by Bryan Stevenson. It’s the 
author’s true story of an organization he founded called the Equal Justice Initiative.  

As a young African American lawyer in the south, one of his first cases was to defend a young man who was 
sentenced to death for a crime he said he didn’t commit. We will be discussing the book on July 26 at 6:30 at 
the church. The book was also made into a movie by the same title. Please join us! 

- Mission Team 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
  

Cunningham’s Festival of Quilts is hybrid: in-person and on line, Friday and Saturday, June 4 – 5, 2021, 
1301 N. Cunningham Ave., Urbana 61802. To attend in person: https://secure.qgiv.com/event/festival/ 

The in-person time slots are every two hours with a limit of 50 people.  

   Crafts and donations of food without nuts and with ingredients listed are needed. Loaves of banana bread 
and cinnamon rolls sell well. Please package cookies, etc. in small servings. Leave donations in our church’s 
little kitchen adjacent to the library by noon on Thursday, June 3. Virginia McQuistion will deliver them. 

 

Membership updates for all church members – phone numbers, emails, and/or addresses; send to 
Ruth Cortright, ruthcort@comcast.net  
Home: 217-424-5191; cell 217-433-8471 
42 Oak Ridge Drive, Decatur, IL 62521-4662. 

 

Calendar: 

• Miriam Circle, Monday, June 7, 9:30 a.m. 
• Ruth Circle, Monday, June 21, 1:30 p.m. 
• Mission U, view pre-recorded sessions July 1 – 17.  
• Mission U Discussion schedule: Thursday, July 17, Study 1, 10 – noon; Study 2, 1 – 3 p.m.; Study 

3; 7 – 9 pm. 
• UMW Leadership Team – next meeting is Wednesday, August 11, 1:30 p.m. The team will not 

meet in June or July. 
• Sangamon River District UMW Fall meeting: Friday, September 17, Springfield Laurel United 

Methodist Church. 
• UMW Sunday, September 19, speaker is Tim Manard, Development Officer, Cunningham 

Children’s Home, Urbana. 
• Thursday, September 23, Fall Fling, Ruth Circle will be in charge of refreshments and decorations.  
• Saturday, October 2, Illinois Great Rivers Conference (IGRC) UMW Annual Gathering, First 

United Methodist Church, Morton. 
• October 6 – 9, tentative dates for Trash ‘n Treasure sale. Please do not bring items to the church 

until given permission much later.  
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Dear FUMC, 

Thank you for your $798.00 gift.  Your contribution to the Ned Hawbecker Scholarship Fund powers our 
vision to prepare bold Christian leaders whose work is more important than ever. 

We warmly invite you to learn more abou Garrett-Evangelical.  You might explore our website at 
www.garrett.edu or subscribe to our YouTube channel, https://youtube.com/user/garrettseminary, to listen 
to the lectures and insights that your gift supports. 

Thank you again for partnering in our important and transformative work. 

Sincerely, Joseph R. Emmick, Vice President for Development 
 

Dear Congregation, 

Troop 202 sincerely thanks you for the overwhelming support you gave our scouts Sunday, May 16.  Jayden 
and Aaron raised enough money to go to summer camp! Aaron decided to donate all the money he raised to 
help a less fortunate scout. Your troop thanks you once again for your generous support! Our troop looks 
forward to sharing other exciting events in future newsletters.   

Sincerely, Henry Morgan, Senior Patrol Leader, Troop 202 

 

Dear FUMC, 

Thank you for all the cards, your love and support during the passing of my father.  Our family appreciates it 
greatly. 

 

- Chris Forshee 

 

To all, 

Thank you for all the work and diligence in helping the worship committee do all the contact tracing etc on 
Sunday morning.  This was a tedious yet important job, and we appreciate all your help! 

- Missions Committee 
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