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from PASTOR AMANDA 

 

Many of you have asked me about Wednesday nights 
and when/if that ministry time will resume. Well, I 
have good news (it will) and I have bad news (it 
won’t be the same as it used to be). The reality is that 
we are going to have to take it slow as we resume 
activities in this time period that I hesitate to call 
post-pandemic because the virus has not been 
eradicated.  

Wednesday nights will resume initially with an Adult 
Discipleship hybrid (in-person/zoom) option. I 
know that this is disappointing, but I hope that we 
will all keep in mind that much has changed in the 
past year and a half, and we cannot simply pick up 
where and how we left off. That said, discipleship 
(intentional times of devotion and study in 
community) is an essential part of who we are 
becoming in Christ.  

As a way to step a toe into the waters of Wednesday 
nights and the MidWeek Ministry, I will be offering 
a “Compassion Class” as part of the practical path 
of living tenderly in a world that has lots of sharp 
edges. This will be a six-week class beginning 

September 8 from 6:45 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. with one 
night off because our Charge Conference will be on 
October 6 at 7:00 p.m. The first fifteen minutes will 
be for gathering and chatting, forty-five minutes of 
instruction/discussion, and then wrap up with 
another fifteen minutes of community time for 
prayer requests and chatting.  

Then, so long as all is well, I hope that we can have 
a fellowship meal - potluck style (with some 
coordinated efforts to be sure we have enough food) 
on October 27. Keep your eyes on weekly 
announcements for more details and to sign up to 
attend. 

Further Wednesday nights will be planned with 
consideration of what health officials are 
recommending as we move toward the cold weather 
months and the volunteers available for facilitating 
discipleship opportunities.   

Grace and peace, 

- Pastor Amanda 
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NOTE:  Currently we have 3 ways of receiving the newsletter:  via our group email, 
mailing a physical copy, or directly emailing a pdf.  We are going to add a new way:  

picking up a physical copy at the church.  If you would like to sign up for one of 
these ways, or change the way you currently receive it, please let the Office know. 
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PROMOTION SUNDAY 
On Sunday, August 15th we will be celebrating some “next steps.” 

*Our Children’s Moment in worship will include a back-to-school blessing. 
*Children who recently celebrated 3 years of age will start exploring KidLife outside of the Nursery. 

*Students entering 6th grade will begin attending Youth Small Groups. 
*High School graduates will find multiple opportunities for discipleship in our Adult Small Groups. 

 

 

  
Saturday, December 4th - 9am - noon 

Grab your elf hats and jingle bells and sign up now for THE volunteer event of the year! 
Volunteer registration is now open, and can be easily done online: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d45abad2ca6fc1-childrens2 
 

A NEW WAY OF GIVING 
Beginning this month, persons may use secure electronic giving from our church website.  This service is 
provided by VANCO, a leading financial services firm that counts a large number of United Methodist 
churches among its satisfied clients.  Persons can give using a credit card, debit card, or by EFT from a bank 
account.  You will receive an immediate confirmation of your donation.  Also, our Financial Secretary, Nysa 
Leggions will update your giving account with any donation. 

Persons can use this to give regular periodic donations (for example, weekly or monthly).  It can also be used 
for any one-time donations, such as memorials to honor someone, or direct it to a specific need. 

There is an explanatory document to help individuals use it.  We will also have individuals that can assist you 
in creating a donation.  Please contact Tim Lee or Nysa Leggions if you have questions. 

 

FILL THE CART 
The Fill the Cart item for August is pork and beans.   Please place your donations of pork and 
beans in the shopping cart in Wesley Hall on Sunday mornings.  The pork and beans will be 
delivered to Northeast Community Fund and will benefit the clients it serves.  Thank you for 
supporting this project of our church. 

 

FROM THE TRUSTEES 
Has anyone been involved with the plaques in the back of the sanctuary honoring our former 
ministers?  If you know information about this project, please contact Bill Horton 217-791-
0405 or Sam Kershaw: 217-875-0818.  Thanks. 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d45abad2ca6fc1-childrens2
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GETTING BACK TO NORMAL 
from Pastor Amanda

The Covid-19 pandemic (no matter how much you wish we could collectively agree to never 
reference it again) caused such a major disruption in all our lives that we would all do well to 
spend some time doing a heart/mind/soul check to see where we might be a little 
broken/fractured/bruised.  

We have all experienced the pandemic differently and nothing will be exactly the same on the 
other side. Some of us were more inconvenienced than anything. Some of us lost money, jobs, 
health, or loved ones. Some of us lost friends or close relationships due to the way we and they 
dealt with the pandemic. And we will all be in different places in processing all that has 
happened and is happening. Some of us might be in a place of acceptance for the way things 
have gone and what is yet to unfold. But I suspect that the bulk of people are still on a path 
of grieving/reckoning with/processing all that has happened consciously or unconsciously.  

I just want to encourage us all to be gentle with ourselves and each other. Practice noticing 
your emotions. All emotions are valid, but not all of them help us make good decisions. If you 
feel scared, angry, lonely, lost, sad, happy…these are all informative so pay attention to them. 
Especially as you feel feelings related to how church was disrupted and how it might never feel 
normal again, I ask you to be curious about your own feelings and investigate what it is that is 
distressing or disappointing, or even exciting.  

When each of us is as self-aware as we can be about our own feelings, it will help us to engage 
in healthier relationships with each other as we meet together in worship, discipleship, and the 
other ongoing activities of being the church.  

Maybe use Psalm 139:23-24 as a starting place for prayer, “23 examine me, God! Look at my 
heart! Put me to the test! Know my anxious thoughts! 24 look to see if there is any idolatrous 
way in me, then lead me on the eternal path!”  
 

FARM PROGRESS SHOW 
August 31 – September 2  |  Tuesday – Thursday  |  9am – 2pm daily

You may work anytime during the hours listed, i.e. all day or a couple of hours each day, or a 
couple of hours on one day. A pass will be provided for you to enter the Farm Progress Show. 
If you have any questions, feel free to contact Dave Johnson. We will receive money for our 
church’s use based on the number of people working and hours worked. Thank you in advance 
for your willingness to give your time for our church. Sign up sheet at Welcome Desk on 
Sundays or Krista’s desk during the week. 

As of 7/28/2021, Illinois Dept of Public Health has joined the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control in recommending that fully vaccinated people wear masks when indoors in 

public spaces in areas of substantial or high risk of COVID-19. This is in addition to the 
ongoing recommendation that unvaccinated people wear a mask when indoors in public 
spaces. This means that we should all be wearing masks when we gather for worship due 
to the size of our gatherings and the singing. Please do your best to keep our worship a 

place that is as safe as it can be. 
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PRAYER REQUESTS AND HOSPITALIZATIONS 
Decatur First United Methodist Church has a group of people who pray for persons with health issues, deaths, 
or other issues. We send prayer requests by the format you prefer: email or U.S. Mail.  

If you would like to receive the prayer requests, notify Ruth Cortright, ruthcort@comcast.net or 217-424-
5191. You will receive email updates each Monday or mailed lists early in the week. 

If you would like to have prayers for a person, you need the permission of the person or from a family member 
before notifying Ruth Cortright. 

When someone is hospitalized, the church only knows about this when a family member shares the news or 
the hospital information includes First United Methodist Church, Decatur. You may notify a pastor, the 
church office, or Ruth Cortright of such hospitalizations and which hospital: DMH, HSHS St. Mary’s, 
Springfield Memorial, HSHS St. John’s, or somewhere else. The pastors want to know when someone is 
hospitalized, so it is important to notify us. 

 

CONNECTING FOR PASTORAL CARE 
from Pastor Amanda

 
Being your new pastor comes with a lot of relationships to navigate. One thing I would like everyone to know 
about me is that I care about you (even if I don’t know you yet) and I want to provide the kind of care and 
support that you need during times of difficulty. That said, I cannot read minds (that’s really a good thing), 
people don’t all want the same kind of care (email, phone, in person visits are all valid), I have a family of my 
own to care for, and there are only so many hours in the day.  

This means that if you or a member of your family would like me to pray for/with you, or talk with you, please 
contact me. I will almost always be available on the phone. I will likely have to set up a time for the next day 
or so for in-person visits. If it is a crisis, of course, things can and will be shifted to the very best of my ability.  

Also of note is that the care given by Pastor Miley, Pastor April, Congregational Care Team, and other church 
staff and church members is also fully valid care! I rejoice and celebrate all the ways in which I have already 
seen that we care for each other here at Decatur First! 

 

ASPIRING MARYS 
Aspiring Marys will resume meeting this fall, but a start date hasn’t been set at this time.  This group reads 
and discusses books that explore our faith, and is open to all women.  We meet on Tuesday mornings at 9:30 
am.  If anyone who isn’t already part of this small group would like to join, please call Krista, our church 
receptionist, at 217-423-9711 or email her at receptionist@decaturfirstumc.org by August 23.  Please let her 
know your book preference – i.e., regular print, large print, or Ebook.- so a book can be ordered for you.  
Thank you. 
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YOUTH NEWS  

from Pastor April 

Free and Easy Way to Support Youth at FUMC! 

Did you know that if you shop at Kroger with a Kroger card, our youth can get a donation?  This costs you nothing but 
a few moments to set it up, and we get free money!   

You can sign up in store or online.  Step 1. go to Kroger.com.  Step 2 sign in or create an account (it should be in the 
top right of your screen (little person image).  Step 3 go to drop down box with the person and go to your account and 
scroll down to community rewards (it is near bottom). Step 4 click on view community rewards.  There will be a search 
box that says find my organization.  You can type our special code TE454 or search for the name of the church and 
you will find us. Step 5, hit enroll and you are enrolled.  Now every time you shop at Kroger a percentage will be donated 
to our youth.  I and the youth thank you! 

If you are unable to figure it out, I would be glad to help.  

 

 
The youth are busy this summer.  During Sunday School time, we are studying “Restored: Finding Redemption in our 
MESS.”  We will be looking at all the messes we deal with and examining how God redeems these messes and restores 
order.  God is with us in the mess and brings us hope in our despair.  Apart from Sunday morning, we also are doing a 
combination of fun activities, building relationships, as well as helping others. A few weeks ago, we had our first girls 
only lunch at Olive Garden and had a great time talking girl stuff.  July 20, we are helping at Northeast Community 
Fund Food Pantry from 8:30 am-noon. And on July 29, we will be joining other church members to help out at Midwest 
Mission Distribution Center.  We will meet in the church parking lot at 11:30 and return around 5pm.  Also coming 
up…a pool party, a boy’s lunch, mini-golf and Skyzone. 

 

 

 
AUGUST 15 – Pool Party, 2-4 pm at Motters’ (August 22 is the rain date) 
AUGUST 29 – Boys Only Lunch, meet at FUMC parking lot at 11:30am 
SEPTEMBER 19 – Family (youth and children) Mini Golf 
SEPTEMBER 26 – Skyzone in Springfield.  We’ll eat lunch at the church following SS, then depart 

**drivers and chaperones needed for Skyzone event** 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
152 Years of Women in Mission  

The Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House (LBDNH) in East St. Louis is a United Methodist community center 
whose mission is to improve the quality of life for residents of all ages by providing quality early childhood development 
services, comprehensive youth services, individual and family support services, services to older adults, and housing 
economic development services which will help move individuals and families out of poverty. 

Under the direction of Deaconess Carrie Johnson, Methodist pastors and missionaries, the ministry of the Settlement 
House continued to expand. The programs had grown to such an extent that in 1939, it became apparent that another 
new facility was needed. Mrs. Frank L. Davis (Lessie Bates) took a special interest in the project and was able to raise 
$125,000 throughout the Southern Illinois Conference and the United States to build the present facility at 13th and 
Winstanley. In honor of her 24 years of hard work, love and support, the building was dedicated the Lessie Bates Davis 
Neighborhood House in May 1940. 

In response to this growing need, the Neighborhood House began to develop and implement several new and innovative 
programs and services. These services were aimed at “Empowering and Strengthening the Individuals and Families 
throughout the greater East St. Louis community.” During the past ten years Neighborhood House has continued to 
expand its programs and services to youth, families, and the elderly. Programs today include the Day Care Program, 
Emergency Services Program, Community Organizing and Outreach Program, Youth Services including Recreation, 
Education, and Cultural Arts, and a wide range of Comprehensive Family Support and Family Preservation Services. 

Through the years, Neighborhood House and the East St. Louis community have faced many challenges. The original 
commitment, “To try to see the face of Jesus Christ in every person who walks through the doors of the Neighborhood 
House”, continues today. For more information visit: https://lessiebatesdavis.org/ 

 

LADIES’ NIGHT FOR SINGING PRAISE 
Thursday, August 19 in the Choir Room, 6 p.m.-7:15 p.m. 

No men allowed! 
If you like to sing, or if you would like to spend time with a group who enjoy making music to the Lord, this is something 
you might want to check out!! 

Ladies’ Night for Singing Praise will include: 

• Singing Praise! — Hymn/Praise Song singalong and group warmup 
• Chair Yoga and workshop on breath/posture for singing — good for everyone! 
• Singing tutorial and anthems especially geared for women’s voices 
• “Singer Snacks” (You’ll have to show up to find out what those are!)  ���� 
• Devotional for women in music 

Dress comfy for yoga and belly breathing — oh, and snacks of course! 
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