
 

 

Whether you are ready to be in the building or not, it’s still a good time to intentionally connect as the church! If you 
are ready to worship in person but need to get back in the habit, we invite you to mark your calendar for the Sunday 
after Labor Day! It’s as good a time as any to get back in the routine.  

As we move into the next season of church life, we want to capture who we are now by taking photos to add to our 
church database. These will not be professional photos, but we will be asking everyone to have their photo taken at 
church or to submit a photo to [Krista and/or Barbi] so that we can print a simple church directory from our database 
by the new year. 

 

 

HONORING BISHOP FRANK J. BEARD 
September 2021   

September 1, 2021 marks the 5-Year Anniversary of 
Bishop Frank J. Beard’s tenure as episcopal leader of 
The Illinois Area, during which he has provided steady 
leadership for our conference through a myriad of 
challenges.    

Bishop Beard’s passion in caring for children has been 
evidenced in many ways, including through the 
guidance he has given to Our Conference Our Kids.  
Join us in praying for Bishop Beard, and for the needs 

of the children and families served by our conference 
agencies.  

During the month of September, we will provide you 
with a prayer guide each Sunday on the Worship Sheet 
and our special offerings that are designated in honor 
of Bishop Beard, will be sent to Our Conference, Our 
Kids to express our gratitude for Bishop Beard’s 
leadership among us!
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Compassion Class (Hybrid of In-Person and Zoom) for Adult Discipleship.  

Led by Pastor Amanda, this class is designed to help each of us do our best to live tenderly in a world that 
has lots of sharp edges.  

The class will meet for six sessions beginning September 8 from 6:45 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. with one night off 
for our Charge Conference on October 6 at 7:00 p.m. The first fifteen minutes will be for gathering and 
chatting, forty-five minutes of instruction, contemplation, and discussion. The final fifteen minutes will be for 
community time.  

Please sign-up at the Welcome Desk on Sundays or by contacting our receptionist, Krista Smith, Monday-
Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

Note: No youth/children’s programming or childcare will be offered during this time.  

Grace and peace, 
- Pastor Amanda 
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Saturday, December 4 th - 9am - noon 

Grab your elf hats and jingle bells and sign up now for THE volunteer event of the year!  
Volunteer registration is now open, and can be easily done online:  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d45abad2ca6fc1 -childrens2 
 

MISSION COMMITTEE FOCUS FOR 3RD QUARTER 
is “Peace with Justice” 

What does peace with justice mean 

though?  Peace with justice is a way of 

thinking and acting which promotes 

nonviolent solutions to everyday 

problems, which in turn contributes to 

a civil society. Peace with justice sets 

standards for the security of children 

and for primary health care, promotes 

an end to the violence of poverty, and 

facilitates opportunities in education 

and employment.  In very simple terms, 

it means a fair and level playing field for 

everyone.  This doesn’t just happen 

without action.  We need to seek out 

the vulnerable people who are being 

taken advantage of, advocate for them, 

and change social structures to prevent 

injustice. 

This month we are focusing on a 

nonprofit organization with ties to the 

UMC.  Neighbors Immigration Clinic 

(NIC) in Lexington, KY, is a site of 

Justice for Our Neighbors (JFON), a 

United Methodist Immigration 

Ministry. JFON is a network of 18 sites 

across the country, each providing free 

or low-cost immigration legal services 

for low-income immigrants, refugees, 

and asylum seekers.  The JFON 

network grew out of the United 

Methodist Committee on Relief’s long 

commitment to refugees, guided by 

Christian values of hospitality to the 

stranger. 

Why is such an organization needed 

in KY?  KY had an estimated 50,000 

undocumented immigrants in 2014 and 

nearly 3,000 DACA recipients.  

However, immigrants have little access 

to legal services to navigate the U.S. 

justice system because current legal 

clinics in KY are either inaccessible due 

to cost or overloaded with clients.  

NIC’s clients paid on average $20 high 

quality legal immigration services and 

over half of its clients paid $0 in 2020. 

In 2019, Eitan, a 7-year old from 

Guatemala, traveled with an older teen 

distant cousin to the US border, at 

which time they were separated.  Eitan 

was taken to a shelter in NY, and after 

6 weeks, he was reunited with this 

family in KY.  As of 2021, he still won’t 

speak about the months spent 

wandering through Mexico and his 

time as an unaccompanied migrant 

child in US custody.  The NIC staff 

helped Eitan complete his asylum 

application and was able to confirm 

that Eitan had received an 

“unaccompanied alien child” 

designation.   This is just one story of 

immigrants who’ve been helped by 

NIC. 

- Missions Committee

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d45abad2ca6fc1-childrens2
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
152 Years of Women in Mission – September 2021   

UMW plans to meet in September and welcomes all women to attend circle meetings, the Fall Fling, the fall 
district gathering, and the conference’s annual meeting.  

Due to ever-changing restrictions due to Covid-19, check with leaders about any last-minute changes in 
schedules. Also, UMW reluctantly canceled Trash ‘N Treasure for 2021 due to on-going concerns. 

Friday, September 10, 1:15 p.m., Mary & Martha Circle, church library, Carol Drayton, chair. 
Monday, September 13, 9:30 a.m., church library, Miriam Circle, Barb Ohlsen, chair. 
Friday, September 17, 9 – noon, District Fall Gathering, Laurel UMC (631 S. Grand Ave. W, Springfield 

62704) Carol Drayton, district president. Program: Wooden It Be Lovely & Sew Lovely Ministries by Rev. 
Margaret Jessup. Two District UMW officer positions are available for 2022: 1st VP and Secretary. Contact 
Carol Drayton, 217-520-4676. 

Sunday, September 19, UMW Service, 9 am  
UMW unit president, Virginia McQuistion. UMW members organize and present service.  Speaker, Tim 

Manard, Development Officer, Cunningham Children’s Home, Urbana. 
  
Top Six Most Needed Items at Cunningham: 

1. Men’s White Ankle Socks, men’s sizes 6-12  
2. Hand Soap Pumps (no coconut scent) 
3. Men’s Body Wash  
4. Amazon Gift Cards  
5. Walmart Gift Cards  
6. Duffle Bags, new or gently used  

 
Monday, September 20, 1:30 p.m. church library, Ruth Circle, Patty Barr, Chair 
Thursday, September 23, Fall Fling, 1 pm 

Fellowship Hall Program: Illinois Christians in Mission. Bring items needed by families: pots, pans, cereal 
bowls, kitchen dishes, utensils, and sheets and towels in very good condition. 

Saturday, October 2, Zoom, 10 am – 12:30 pm. Illinois Great Rivers Conference UMW. 
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On behalf of Janet and myself, I want to thank the congregation and staff for the outpouring of support we’ve 
received over the past six months (actually, nearly five years!)  Your calls, letters, meals and – most of all – 
your prayers have been a precious support for us, and a strong reminder of what the Church is meant to be.  
I look forward to being back with you fully now that my treatments have ended. 

- Miley Palmer 

 

Thank you from all of us at Midwest Mission for volunteering your time.  We appreciate that you take time out of your busy 
schedule on July 29th to support our ministry. 

Thanks,   Midwest Mission Distribution Center. 

 

Dear First United Methodist Church, 

Thank you for your continued support of my education through the trustee scholarship. Your kindness, generosity, and 

fellowship have inspired me over the years.  

Thank you for everything, Karina

 

A NEW WAY OF GIVING 

 

 

There are multiple ways of getting a detailed instruction sh eet:  Ask an usher on Sunday 

morning; check our website; call the office staff to have them send you a copy via email; 

and/or a pdf will be attached to various emails.  For questions on the instructions 

themselves, please contact Tim Lee or Nysa Leggions.  


