
 

FROM PASTOR AMANDA … 
 

As I look forward to this first Advent and 
Christmas season among you as your pastor, I 
want to share a few thoughts and ask one big 
favor. 
 
Before and after and sometimes during our 
meetings and other encounters, I hear the chatter, 
the concern, the ongoing discussion about how to 
fix what appears to be broken. For a few weeks, I 
want us to take a holy respite from those worries.  
 
I know we’re worried about the church. We’re 
worried about the finances, the staffing, the faces 
we no longer see, and we don’t know if they’re 
ever coming back in person or if they are at 
another church, and we worry that we’re too old 
and are frantic to draw youth and young families. 
We are worried that we’re not doing enough. 
We’re worried that we’re letting somebody down 
(maybe God). But our worry is using up energy 
that might be better applied in prayer and care. 
 
The world needs people who can hold space for 
the pain, the doubt, the disorientation, and help 
bring forth the new, the next, the thing that 

hasn’t yet been discerned. The people around us 
need us to listen more than we speak, to learn, to 
grow, and to adapt in ways we haven’t imagined 
yet. It’s scary, but it’ll be okay if we bear the fruit 
of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control. 
 
In light of all these things, I’m asking everyone to 
please pause with me in this season of Advent 
and set aside worrying about what is lacking and 
pray fervently for God to lead us safely into the 
unknown future. The following is just a prayer to 
get us started… 
 
God-with-us, in this season of Advent anticipation where 
we focus on hope, peace, love, and joy, help us to actually 
believe that your promises are true for us today in 2021 
and beyond. Where there is worry, help us to find faith. 
Where there is temptation to criticize, help us to listen and 
understand. Where there is something that needs doing, 
help us to lend a hand. Where there is something, we miss 
that isn’t coming back, help us to bless and release it into 
cherished memory. And finally, God, where there is fear, 
may your perfect love cast it out. Amen. 
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The church office is now open 
from 9 am to 3 pm,  

Monday through Friday. 
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ADVENT IN A BOX 

This Advent, families will receive a special box called “Advent in a 
Box.” A lot of thought, love, and prayer has gone into these boxes to 
help families fully participate in this year’s Advent theme: Come Home 
for Christmas. Included in the box are supplies for projects, cookie 
cutters, and pieces needed to make an Advent wreath at home. Also 
included are booklets with Scripture readings, family time activities, 
and contributions from each Pastor. I look forward to hearing about 
the children’s experiences with their Advent in a Box. 

-Jennifer 
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SUNDAY MORNING VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
 

Do you realize it takes at least 15 volunteers to make our Sunday 
morning worship run smoothly? We are all appreciative of those 
who regularly step up to assist and hope you can find your niche to 
help each other worship. The Worship committee is seeking 
volunteers for each of these areas: 
 
• Greeters 
• Welcome Center Attendees 
• Praying with the Pastor (8:30 ish in the pastor’s study)  
• Communion Preparation  
• Liturgists  
• Acolyte Coordinator  

 
When you volunteer to do these tasks, you would only be committing to one Sunday every 2-3 
months. Contact either Linda Cooper at (217) 433-1175 or the Church office to let us know where 
you fit in for this opportunity to serve Christ. 

 
FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR 

 
Are you looking for a way to honor someone or remember a special occasion 
during Sunday worship? A simple way to do this is to provide the fresh flower 
arrangement on the altar. Most Sundays are available and can be selected by 
contacting the Church office. There is a small cost involved to provide this special 
touch to our worship experience. You are welcome to take the flower arrangement 
you provide at the conclusion of the worship service. 

 

 

TRUSTEE SCHOLARSHIPS 

The Trustees administer scholarship funds available for members of Decatur First United Methodist 
Church. Scholarships are paid directly to the institution in which the student is enrolled. Those 
wishing to renew a scholarship must maintain an overall GPA of 2.5 on a 4.0 scale or 3.125 on a 5.0 
scale and provide a copy of their transcript. The person receiving a scholarship is required to have a 
thank you note published in The Messenger after each scholarship is awarded as well as a thank you 
before the congregation prior to graduation. Members wishing to apply for scholarships and renewals 
for the upcoming semester of 2022 must complete and return the scholarship application no later 
than January 1, 2022. To receive an application and/or additional information, please contact Sandy 
Johnson at 217-422-7294 or email at dmsljohnson@comcast.net. 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
152 Years of Women in Mission – December 2021   

Two UMW circles have made significant changes. Hope Circle will meet during the day and 
emphasize working on projects. Mary and Martha Circle reluctantly decided to disband because its 
membership changed when long-time members moved from Decatur and others could no longer 
attend in-person meetings. Some will join one of the three other circles while others will opt for 
member-at-large status and continue to contribute to UMW projects.  
Hope Circle, Friday, December 3, 9:30 a.m., in Fellowship Hall to help set up the Christmas Shoppe. 
Virginia McQuistion has details. 
Miriam Circle, Monday, December 6, 9:30 a.m., church library, Barb Ohlsen, chair. 
Ruth Circle, will not meet in December. Patty Barr, chair. 
 
Christmas Tea, Thursday December 9, 1 p.m., Fellowship Hall. All women are invited for music 
and fellowship. An ensemble from Opus 24 will provide music. We will collect items for Johns Hill 
Magnet School. Also, we will install the UMW officers and approve the budget. See the invitation in 
another place in this newsletter. 
 
UMW Reading Program. Janet Palmer coordinates this program and sends the names of people 
who have earned certificates by reading at least one book in each of the five categories to the 
Sangamon River District UMW. Please send your completed form as soon as possible to Janet Palmer, 
899 E. Lake Shore Dr. Apt 2C, Decatur IL 62521-3380.  
   If you don’t have a form or have questions – Janet’s email:  kuhlmann40@sbcglobal.net You may 
use the abbreviations: EM for Education for Mission; LD for Leadership Development; NC for 
Nurturing for Community; SA for Social Action; and SG for Spiritual Growth. Also, indicate if the 
title is a Bonus Book, counting as two.  
 

 

  

NOTES FROM THE FINANCE OFFICE . . . 
 

Giving Tips:  The Church Office will be closed from Friday, December 24 through Monday, January 
3. Contributions received at the church and postmarked before December 31 will be counted toward 
2021.  

Offering Envelopes:  We are preparing to order 2022 offering envelopes. If you do not currently 
receive envelopes and would like to receive them for 2022, or if you receive them and no longer need 
them, please call me at 217-423-9711 and leave a message.  

Thank you,  

Nysa  

 

mailto:kuhlmann40@sbcglobal.net
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FUMC has a long tradition of giving to support missions throughout the world at each year-end. 

The Missions Committee has identified the following mission projects for our Christmas 
offering: 

Northeast Community Fund –What began as a small food bank within a church has grown to an 
organization that serves over 11,000 families each year in a caring and Christ-like manner.  
Northeast Community Fund works to meet basic needs, provide financial support for those in 
need, and transition individuals and families from poverty to self-sufficiency. 

Our Conference Our Kids – The churches and people of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference of the 
UMC are raising an endowment fund for the spiritual life and chaplaincy programs at our five 
child welfare agencies - The Baby Fold, Chaddock, Cunningham Children’s Home, Lessie Bates 
Davis Neighborhood House, and Spero Family Services 

United Methodist Committee on Relief (“UMCOR”) – UMCOR comes alongside those who suffer 
from natural or human-caused disasters - be it famine, hurricane, war, flood, fire or other events—
to alleviate suffering and to be a source of help and hope for those left most vulnerable.  UMCOR 
also provides technical support and training for partners to address emerging and ongoing issues 
related to disaster relief, recovery, and long-term health and development.   

We have three ways you can give to the Christmas offering: 

1. You can place your offering in the offering baskets on any Sunday in December, as well as on 
Christmas Eve. Please designate it as “Christmas offering” on the memo line of your check. 

2. You can mail your offering to the Attn: Church Financial Secretary at the church between now and 
the end of the year. Once again, please designate it as “Christmas offering” on the memo line of 
your check. 

3. You can give to the Christmas offering on the church’s website.  Click on the “Give” button on 
the home page of the church’s website, www.decaturfirstumc.org. 

Thank you for supporting these mission projects.  Your gifts enable our church to be the hands and 
feet of Jesus in our community and state and around the world. 

Mission Committee  
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YOUTH NEWS 
from Pastor April 

 

The Youth Christmas Party is Sunday, Dec 19 at 10:15 am, in the youth room.  Bonus points for wearing 
Christmas attire. We will have food, games, and fellowship. Please bring a "white elephant" gift. Find a crazy 
thing (the weirder, the better) in your house or spend less than 10 dollars, wrap it, and do not share what you 
brought with anyone. Visitors are welcome (please bring an extra gift for your friend). We would appreciate 
an RSVP for food prep. 

WORSHIP VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE 

 December 5 December 12 December 19 December 
24 December 26 

LITURGIST Patty Barr Aaron Motter Barb Cooper Elaine Beam Leon Bolin 
USHERS 

Tom 
McQuistion & 
Thom Welsh 

Tom 
McQuistion & 
Thom Welsh 

Tom 
McQuistion & 
Thom Welsh 

Tom 
McQuistion 

& Thom 
Welsh 

Tom 
McQuistion & 
Thom Welsh 

ACOLYTES Lexi Groves & 
Natalie 
Griffith 

Ben Motter 
Victoria 

Trotman & 
Aaliyah Wilson 

Mason 
Richards  Ushers 

GREETERS Dave & Sandy 
Johnson 

Dick & Kathy 
Butler 

Duane & Karen 
McCoskey  Ritchie & 

Sandy Barnett 
WELCOME 

CENTER       

PRAY WITH 
PASTOR 

AMANDA 

Susan 
Hawbecker Faye Baker Chris Milligan   

ADVENT 
CANDLE 

McCullough 
Family 

Hohenstein 
Family Hinkle Family Taulbee 

Family --- 

 

Weather closures 
In case of inclement weather, we will post cancellations on Facebook and the 

church website (www.decaturfirstumc.org). We will also send an email to those on 
the weekly mailing list. 

If you require something different, please contact the church office. 

http://www.decaturfirstumc.org/
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POINSETTIAS 
It’s time to order flowers to decorate the sanctuary for the Advent/Christmas Season. 
While your contribution does not purchase an individual plant, it is used towards the 
purchase of all the flowers/plants.  
 

If you wish to contribute to the decorations in memory of, or in honor of, a loved one, 
please use the form found at the Welcome Center. If you are unable to attend church, 
you may mail in an order and contribution. Please include a clearly printed note telling 
us who the flowers are given by and who they are given in memory of or in honor of. 
The deadline to order is   December 12. 

 

 

 

 DIRECTORY PHOTOS 
If you would like a digital copy of your photograph that was recently taken for the church directory, 
please send an email request to office@decaturfirstumc.org, and we will be happy to email a digital 
copy to you. (Directories are coming soon!) 
 

mailto:office@decaturfirstumc.org
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