
   

HIGHLIGHTS 
Confirmation Classes Begin 

Bell Tower Concert Series Events 

Bibles, Books & Bagels Resumes 

Fifth Saturday Mission Projects 

News from Troop 202 

New name for UMW 

Easter Flowers 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATES: 
April 3: Bell Tower Series Concert 

 Introduction to Opera at 6pm 

April 10: Palm Sunday at  9 am 

April 14: Maundy Thursday at 7 pm 

April 15: Good Friday at Noon 

April 17: Easter at 9 am 

April 24: Confirmation Classes Begin 

 at 10:15 am 

 Bell Tower Series Concert  

 Organ Recital at 4 pm 

April 25: Bibles, Books & Bagels 

 at 5:30 at Panera 

April 30: Fifth Saturday Mission Project 

 at 1 pm 

 
 

Summer Series 
Begins June 24th 

 

 

Creativity exists in each of us because we are made in the image of 
our Creator God. And because we are formed in God’s image and   
likeness, we are   creative. Each of us has been given a portion of 
grace and creativity that’s unique and helps us achieve what we are 
called to do. Whatever our gift, we all have some level of          
creativity, and we are all here to create something. 

For six weeks this summer, we will embark on a  series centered 
around art and faith. Art in all of its many forms surrounds us 
each day and is a gift that could bring us into a deeper relationship 
with God. Singing, writing, painting, building, sculpting, sewing, 
carving… so many opportunities for creative works to bear      
witness to our faith long after we’re gone; so many encounters that 
may point to The Creator more clearly than spoken words. 

This series begins Sunday, June 24th and will have Sunday      
morning, Sunday afternoon, and Wednesday morning             
components. It will include worship, intergenerational discipleship 
during Sunday school, and a children’s component and an adult 
component on Wednesdays. The last week of activities will be the 
week of July 31st. Mark your calendars and be ready to participate 
in a variety of ways with your creativity! To enquire as to how you 
might contribute to the creativity, contact Jennifer Horton-Motter 
or Pastor Amanda Richards. More information will be coming 
soon! 

APRIL 2022 

As ministry returns to normal at Decatur First UMC, 

please submit any documents that you might need      

created and/or printed at least five days before an event.  

Thank you in advance for helping us in this way! 
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FROM THE 
DESK OF PASTOR AMANDA 

Denominational Discord 
 

“Where do you think all these appalling wars and   quarrels 
come from? Do you think they just happen? Think again. 
They come about because you want your own way, and fight 
for it deep inside yourselves. You lust for what you don’t have 
and are willing to kill to get it. You want what isn’t yours 
and will risk violence to get your hands on it. 
 
You wouldn’t think of just asking God for it, would you? 
And why not? Because you know you’d be asking for what 
you have no right to. You’re spoiled children, each wanting 
your own way.” 

James 3:1-3 The Message 
 
So, you might have heard a little something about 
the Global Methodist Church (GMC) launching a 
new, traditionalist denomination on May 1, 2022. I 
don’t want to spend too much energy in that       
direction because most of this is about power and 
control. I also don’t want us to be ignorant of the 
fact that it is happening.  
 
There isn’t actually much to tell you because so 
many realities are still up in the air, but I do want 
you to know that I am committed to the current 
UMC and plan to have many fruitful years of      
ministry right here in Decatur, Illinois (good Lord 
and the Bishop willing).  
 
If you want to read a good summary of what has 
happened most recently I’ll point you online to an 
article at (of all places) baptistnews.com by Cynthia 
Astle published online March 23, 2022. You should 
be able to search for it.  
 
Anyone who has concerns about the denominational 
strife is welcome to contact me for more infor-
mation, but I am just focusing on ministry until 
more information becomes available because my 
personal approach is that we could waste much time 
and energy if we focus too much on this turmoil.  
 
 
Praying for God’s Spirit among us, 
Pastor Amanda 

Our church is committed to ensuring that we      

provide safe places of worship and fellowship to 

everyone we serve.  As part of that commitment, we 

strive to ensure thorough background checks and 

training for anyone in ministry with children, youth, 

or vulnerable adults. 

To this end, our church is moving from a   paper 

system to an online service called Safe Gatherings. 

All churches in the Illinois Great Rivers Conference 

are already set up to be able to use Safe Gatherings.  

Safe Gatherings is an online abuse prevention     

program that screens and educates staff and         

volunteers to help prevent abuse of children, youth, 

and vulnerable adults in group settings. When      

employees and volunteers are trained to identify  

potential abusers, recognize the signs of abuse, and 

know how to handle reporting, they are better 

equipped to prevent abuse. 

When using Safe Gatherings, upon successful    

completion of the application, background and    

reference checks, and the online training  program, 

each applicant will receive documentation of        

approval valid for three years, and will have        

continued access to the online training program for 

an entire year. 

The price per applicant for our individual church 

program available through the Safe Gatherings   

website is $37. That includes processing of two   

electronic references, a national and county of     

residence 7-year background check, national and 

state of residence Sex Offender Registry check, and 

the 1 1/2 hour online abuse prevention and    

boundary awareness training.  

If you would like more information about Safe 

Gatherings or our church’s Safe Sanctuaries  policy, 

please email  

jennifer@decaturfirstumc.org with any questions. 

mailto:jennifer@decaturfirstumc.org
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The Illinois Great Rivers Conference camping        
program is an extension of the local church’s           
disciple-making process. Its mission is 
to connect people, nature, and Christ for the            
transformation of the world. Summer Camp                  
Registration is now open for the 2022 season. 
Please visit https://www.igrc.org/camping to 
learn more and to register online. 

Funds are available to partially offset the cost of 
IGRC camp fees. These funds are available for our 
church families attending any IGRC sponsored 
camp. Families may request funds for one camp 
per person per   camping season (May – August). 
1st UMC will pay (directly to IGRC Camping Min-
istries) 25% of the camp fee. There is a limit of 
$400 per family per  camping season. To request 
camping funds, please ask Jennifer for a Campership 
Request Form, which will need to be completed and          
submitted to our   Financial    Secretary, Nysa. 

 

 

 

 

 
YOUTH NEWS 
from Pastor April 

Confirmation classes for junior high or senior high 

students are returning!  Classes will begin on Sunday, 

April 24th at 10:15 am and end on May 22nd.       

Confirmation will happen in worship on June 5th. 

We hope you will be able to attend to support the 

students, who have worked so hard. Classes will be 

taught by Pastor Amanda and Pastor April. Each 

student will be supported by a mentor. There will be 

an informational Zoom meeting on Monday, April 

4, at 6 pm for mentors and 7 pm for parents/

guardians. Please pray for the students as they con-

tinue their faith journey and make such an important 

decision to join our church.  

DID YOU KNOW? 

On Saturday, February 19, 2022, a group of Scouts, 

Scout leaders and advisors, parents of Scouts, and 

several Trustees met at the church for a storage 

clean-up day. The clean-up was organized and led by 

Ben Motter as a part of his Eagle Scout pursuit. 

Three storage areas were the focus of the clean-up: 

1. The attic, an area above the music library, 2. The 

garage, and 3. The “vault room”.  In the attic were 

many children’s chairs and tables, remnants from a 

past nursery school.  These were inventoried by   

Jennifer Horton-Motter, keeping the best for her use 

and sending the remainder to a Springfield United 

Methodist Church for restoration and repurposing.  

Numerous pieces of office furniture (desks, tables, 

chairs) that have been in the garage for years were 

donated to Central Illinois Christians in Mission in 

Decatur.  In all three areas, items with no remaining 

useful life went to the dumpster and useful items of 

similarity were stored in one place. All three spaces 

were cleaned before remaining items were neatly 

stored. 

The Trustees thank all who participated in this  

greatly needed project.  Special thanks to Ben Motter 

and the Scouts for their work. 

Sam Kershaw, Trustee Chair 

https://www.igrc.org/camping


 4 

ORGAN RECITAL 

April 24 at 4 pm 

First UMC will host an organ recital on April 24 by 

Dale T. Rogers, Director of   Music and the Arts at 

Westminster Presbyterian Church in Springfield. 

Music will include Bach, Jerome Kern, Boyce and 

the celebrated Widor Toccatta. 

Mr. Rogers has served as the director of music and 

the arts at Westminster since 1986.  He received his 

Bachelor of Music degree from Illinois Wesleyan 

University, where he was the first recipient of the 

Mecherle Organ Scholar award; he later served on 

the faculty of Wesleyan’s School of Music.  He 

earned a certificate from the Royal School of Church 

Music in Croydon, England, and received a Master’s 

degree as a member of the first graduating class of 

the Yale University Institute of Sacred Music.  

His teachers have included Paul Koch, David  Mitchell, and 

Lillian McCord; David Gehrenbeck at Illinois Wesleyan 

University; Michael Schneider,  organist of Cologne        

Cathedral; Christopher Herrick, deputy organist of       

Westminster Abbey; and Gerre Hancock, organist of St. 

Thomas Church, New York. 

As an organist, Dale has performed with the        

Indianapolis Chamber Orchestra, the Illinois      

Symphony Orchestra, and the Columbus Pro      

Musica, as well as in solo recitals.  Prior to his      

appointment at Westminster, Dale was for ten years 

the director of music and liturgical arts at the Eero 

Saarinen-designed North Christian Church in      

Columbus, Indiana. 

Dale is dean of the Springfield Chapter of the  American 

Guild of Organists, and has been program chair for the  

Association of Disciple Musicians four times. He is a  

founding member of the Liturgical Arts Festival of    

Springfield where he serves as program chair and has served 

on the board of directors for the Dana-Thomas House 

Foundation in   Springfield. 

 

 INTRODUCTION  

 TO OPERA  

April 3 at 6 pm 

At First United  

Methodist Church 

 

Millikin Opera Theatre Presents: 
 
Scenes from W. A. Mozart’s Cosi Fan Tutte!!! 
(or The School for Lovers) A “Sneak Preview” for the 
fully staged production with orchestra May 13, 14, 
15, 2022 at Albert Taylor Theatre 
 
Featuring opera students of Dr. Ian Greenlaw 
Accompanied by Mary Beth Sederburg 
 
Come and enjoy the refreshing and energizing music 
of Mozart to sing in spring on a Sunday afternoon in 
a beautiful setting!! 

mailto:drogers@wpcspi.org
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Monday, April 25 

5:30 at Panera 

Bibles, Books and Bagels will begin meeting again at 
Panera on the 4th Monday of the month, beginning 
on April 25 at 5:30 pm 

Here are the books and dates: 

April 25 – The 100 Years of Lenni and Margot by     
Marianne Cronin 

May 23 -The Book of Lost Names by Kristen Harmel 

June 27 –  Kisses From Katie by Katie Davis 

July 25 – A Stranger at My Door by Peg Bowden 

August 22 – The Five Wishes of Mr. Murray McBride by 
Joe Siple 

September 26 – Miss Brenda and the Love Ladies; A 
Heartwarming True Story of Grace, God, and Gumption by 
Brenda Spahn 

Please join us! Contact Patty Barr if you have any 
questions. 

Our first of three Saturday hands-on mission      
projects will be Saturday, April 30 from 1:00 to 3:00 
at the church. You will have your choice of making 
yarn hats on looms, which will be donated to the 
Cunningham Quilt show craft room; making freezer 
meals to be given to our church family members 
who are home from the hospital or have other     
issues; or packing birthday gift bags with cards,   
candles, a cake mix and a can of frosting for   
Northeast Community Fund. As you can tell, this 
activity is for all ages. We will also plan some       
activities on July 30 and October 29 Please plan to 
join us! 

Your Mission Team 

 CALLING VOLUNTEERS 

The Trustees are calling for persons to volunteer 

time working on the following at the church: 

1. Several areas are in need of plaster repair and 

painting.  No high places.  All can be reached 

from the floor or a 6 or 8 foot ladder.  

2. Clean up landscaping around the church     

building. 

If you can help, please call or e-mail Sam Kershaw 

at: 

217-875-0818 home ph 

217-855-9424 cell ph 

kershaw@ameritech.net   

Thank you, 

Sam Kershaw, Trustee Chair 

 
Fifth Saturday Mission Projects 

Carillon 

If you read music and would 

like to help behind the scenes 

on a Sunday morning, we could use your help    

playing the carillon before worship. Please contact 

Linda Cooper, chairperson of the Worship       

Committee, if you are interested. 

April Meeting Schedule 

April 5:  SPRC  6 pm in the Chapel 

April 12:  Trustees  7pm in the Chapel 

April 13: UMW Leadership Team 1:30 pm in Room 104 

April 13:  Missions Team 6:30 pm via Zoom 

April 26: Finance 6:15 pm in the Chapel 

April 26: Church Council 7 pm in Room 104 

mailto:kershaw@ameritech.net
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 Attention: This is Chase Sutman, reporting from 

FUMC of Decatur Boy Scout Troop 202. I will be  

submitting a monthly article to share with you our   

exciting news and activities that you have helped make 

possible. In February our troop helped Ben Motter 

complete his Eagle project, which consisted of     

cleaning out storage areas of the church so they can be 

useful once again. I don’t know about the others in the 

troop, but I enjoyed helping where I was needed. We 

had a plentiful and delicious lunch provided by Mrs. 

Motter. Well done, Ben, on organizing such an        

effective event! My troop, minus myself, went to  

Klondike Derby, which is a sledding event and from 

what I hear, I’m sorry I couldn’t go. I heard it was a 

blast despite being cold! Congratulations to our team 

who ended up tying for 1st place with another boy-led 

troop. More recently we had a troop chess tournament, 

and I was the     winner! That was a great surprise for 

me. Stay tuned for the next month’s article about what 

we have planned for the rest of March.  

Chase Sutman Troop 202 Historian 

PALM SUNDAY:   

APRIL 10   9 am  

MAUNDY THURSDAY:   

APRIL 14    7 pm 

GOOD FRIDAY:   

APRIL 15      Noon 

EASTER SUNDAY:   

APRIL 17  8:30—9 am  put flowers on the cross outside 

9 am  Worship Service 

News from Troop 202 

Klondike Derby 

Troop Chess Tournament 

Ben’s Eagle Scout Project 

Would you like to put a team together to play golf at the Bishop’s Open? This is a great opportunity for groups to 

get out and play some golf, while helping Our Conference Our Kids because all proceeds from this year’s Open 

will benefit Our Conference Our Kids! If you are interested in forming a team here at Decatur First UMC, you can 

register at https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/bishopsopen2022. The registration deadline is Friday, May 13th. 
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   As United Methodist Women refreshes its look, it 
embarks on a bold journey of nurturing sisterhood 
with a new name to reflect a bright future. 
 
   In 150 years in mission, our organization has had 
more than 25 names, each reflecting the varying 
times, ways women lived their lives, and the states of 
union of our many predecessor denominations. 
We’ve been “ladies”, “Woman’s”, and then 
“Women’s” societies, associations, guilds, and     
circles. We’ve even had multiple names at the same 
time to include women in different life stages or 
styles, such as Wesleyan Service Guild for working 
women and Women’s Society of Christian Service 
geared to the day’s many homemakers in the 1940s. 
The name United Methodist Women was adopted in 
1972, signaling a change not only in the life of the 
church but in the lives of women and how they 
could organize for mission. 
 
   We are again facing a change in the life of the 
church and in how women live and choose to      
engage the world in faith. It is again time to take on 
a new name. 
 
   A new name. Beginning this year, United     
Methodist Women will call ourselves United  
Women in Faith.  
 
   Our new name is part of a refreshment of our  
organization that includes a new look, new feel, and 
new-and-improved programs designed to better  
nurture current members and welcome new women 
into our sisterhood to put their love in action, too.  

   As United Women in Faith we are a powerful, 
fearless force driven by God’s love and united in 
sisterhood with a focus on women, children, and 
youth. We act for justice and transform              
communities. We invite United Methodist and other 
like-minded women to join us, because love in action 
can change the world. 
 
   Adopting the name United Women in Faith and 
introducing new-and-improved programs    
acknowledges the great changes that have occurred 
in the lives of U.S. women over the past four dec-
ades and in the ways they’re engaging their faith. It 
acknowledges the changes you need to continue to 
grow in your faith and make the differences you 
want to make. 
 
   We will maintain the legal name United Methodist 
Women while operating as United Women in 
Faith, similar to our time as United Methodist 
Women while officially the Women’s Division from 
1972 to 2012. You’ll continue to see the name   
United Methodist Women used in some places, but 
as we move into the future, together we’ll be United 
Women in Faith. 
 
   We remain the official women’s organization of 
The United Methodist Church. We remain the     
organization training women for leadership, growing 
spiritually, transforming through education, and 
providing opportunities for service and advocacy. 
We remain women in mission who follow God’s call 
for our time. 

United Women in Faith: Faith, Action, Sisterhood 

By Yvette Moore, response magazine, March/April 2022 

United Women In Faith  
Calendar – April 2022 

 
Fri., Apr. 1, 9:30 a.m., Hope Circle, Susannah Wesley 
Mon., Apr. 4, 9:30 a.m., Miriam Circle, Library 
Wed., Apr. 13, 1:30 p.m. Leadership Team, SW 
Mon., Apr. 18, 1:30 p.m., Ruth Circle 
Sat., Apr. 30, 9 a.m. - noon, SRD Spring Meeting, The Bridge Church Fellowship, 520 W. Elm St., Argenta 
62501. Carol Diehl is the SRD president. Virginia McQuiston hopes at least two people from each circle will   
attend. 



 8 

WORSHIP VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE  

  April 3 April 10 April 17 April 24 
LITURGIST Leon Bolin Duane McCoskey Ben Motter Elaine Beam 

USHERS Tom McQuistion 
& Thom Welsh 

Tom McQuistion 
& Thom Welsh 

Tom McQuistion & 
Thom Welsh 

Tom McQuistion 
& Thom Welsh 

ACOLYTES Victoria Trotman 
& Aaliyah Wilson 

Lexi Groves & 
Natalie Griffith 

Mason Richards & 
Roman Griffith 

Colton Denny & 
Aaron Motter 

GREETERS Linda & Lillian 
Burnham  

Dick & Kathy 
Butler 

Ritchie & Sandy Bar-
nett 

Newnam Family 

WELCOME   Emily Crews Anna Armstrong   

PRAY WITH 
PASTOR 

AMANDA 
 Tim Lee Chris Milligan Faye Baker Susan Hawbecker 

On Easter Sunday, we will be taking a special      

collection to benefit Lessie Bates Davis           

Neighborhood House, Central Illinois Christians in 

Mission, and Dove.  

For over 100 years, Lessie Bates Davis            

Neighborhood House in East Saint Louis, IL, has 

been a multi-purpose faith-based community center 

in relationship with the United Methodist Church. 

Through many programs, including early childhood 

education and job training, they strive to move fami-

lies out of poverty and achieve self-sufficiency.  

Located in Decatur, Central Illinois Christians in 

Mission provides household goods to people in 

need in Decatur. Over the past 4 years, they have 

served over 1400 families.  

Dove, also located in Decatur, engages religious  

institutions and volunteers. Dove works for justice, 

equality and understanding through programs      

focusing on domestic violence, homelessness,      

education, and emergency needs. 

If you are unable to worship with us in person on 

Easter, you can donate early by indicating Easter 

offering on your paper check or when you donate 

online. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 17, 2022 

Thank you to my church family for the cards, 
notes and personal expressions of sympathy on 
the loss of my Aunt Jean (Sherman) She enjoyed 
attending this church, and was an inspiring 
woman of faith for me and many others. 

Patty Barr 
 

Thank you so much for the church scholarship. It      
definitely helps with books and tuition. Thank you for 
your support and generosity. 

Alyssa Spencer 

 

Thank you for your continued support of my  
education through the Trustee’s scholarship. I 
feel blessed to have a caring and uplifting 
church   family cheering me on at home. 

Karina Forshee 

 

Thank you for the abundance of prayers, calls, and    
support you as a church family have given me and Keith. 
My healing journey continues daily but trust each day 
shortens that distance. Miss you all! 

Blessings, 

Jan & Keith Taylor 
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Easter Memorial Flowers 
 

It’s time to order flowers to decorate the sanctuary for the Lenten/Easter Season. While your           

contribution does not purchase an individual plant, it is used towards the purchase of all the flowers/

plants. Following the service, some of the flowers will be delivered to our members who are unable to be 

at church. 

If you wish to contribute to the flowers in memory or in honor of a loved one, please complete the form 

below and return it to the office with your check. The deadline to order is April 10. 

 
(PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY) 

Given by: 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

In Memory of: 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

In Honor of: 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Enclosed is my check for____________ 

Easter Flowers & Decorations 

 

In the past three years, the worship committee has been made very aware of seasonal allergies from fresh        
flowers.  Therefore, mostly silk flowers and other decorations are being used.  Each year new items must be added 
and the old discarded.   

Your donations to the Flower/Decoration Fund is greatly appreciated and may be given in honor or memory of 
persons you wish to remember. 

Please fill out the form for your Easter flower donation, giving all the information necessary.  Make sure the form 
is returned to the office with your donation.  All donors and names of those being remembered will be published. 
(You may use the form below or pick one up at the Welcome Center on a Sunday morning.) 

Thank you for your participation in this meaningful way of remembering others. 

The Worship Committee  


